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Dear Senators and Representatives

In the 111th U.S. Congress, within the Health Education Labor and Pension Committee, (HELP) a bill existed providing supportive to vision therapy for States who requested it (S259, H577). This support would enable FVYD to bring new learning skills to your youth, reducing their struggle for learning in school. The problems in Education are not in the wonderful teachers, it is in the functional vision issues that hinder learning for 17-20% of the population. It is a non-physician health issue, their eyes are health and normal, they do not function to read. This Vision Care for Kids Act bill is no longer available to offer this support for youth who cannot see to read. We need it re-enacted. The federal appropriations may not be needed in the long term as the health promoting process will reduce State budgets for funding in Education and may easily offset the costs of running this program in all public schools. It costs approximately $2500-3000 per youth once,(Special Ed costs approximately $60,000 for the academic life of these same youth). This program should offer the first line of services provided to functionally illiterate youth as it will resolve many of their learning vision issues.

Once Future Vision Youth Development, Inc brings “the Maine Model in Learning Vision to Maine” schools, it will be made available to all other States who request it. To make sure that the funding is there to initially access the program for your students that bill would be helpful.  Within the first program in your schools this health promoting process will bring solutions to the many who struggle to learn. It will positively impact the Education budget by decreasing the need for Special Services and other services supportive to at-risk kids, substance abuse and the juvenile justice system, because these kids might prefer to be in college once they see to read.
Please sponsor the Vision Care for Kids Act of 2009, 2003), (S259, H577 111th Congress) and reenact it for the 112th Congressional session. Hopefully it will pass this year, with your support. Then these youth can begin to learn once again with equality.
Sincerely

Debbie Miller, Future Visions Youth Development, Inc

(You may copy this letter to your Word Document or e-mail and forward to your U.S. Senators and Representatives). Thank you
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