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Dear Senators and Friends,

We want you to know about the current program in progress, the MAINE MODEL IN LEARNING VISION although not funded by the National Institute for Disabilities Rehabilitative, we are still moving forward to provide you with outcome data that will change the Educational system. We need support for Legislation that includes Vision Therapy and Funding. It is a lot cheaper to fund this program once for 50 Youth than to place 10 children in Special Services for their entire school years from 3rd grade to 12 when they do not need it or,the medications used for treating ADD. Please read what FVYD can do!

The Maine Model in Reading addressing Learning Vision

 by Future Visions Youth Development, Inc (FVYD) (a501c3 non-profit org)

This research project will provide reading skill technologies specific to ‘learning’ vision within the school for the Special Education Learning Disabled students (specifically, the functionally illiterate- less than 6th grade reader) at 9-10th grade and resolve those issue to promote reading with fluency. This project, targeted to that student at 9th-10th grade, is an assistive technology provided within 15 minutes of the normal school day for 16 weeks. These issues in vision, to date unidentified by current vision exams, can be effectively addressed within this targeted program in this 16 week in-school program. Results, from this new assistive technology through this research project, will demonstrate (within its documentation) that the student’s view of education and his vision for future choices in employment will change in the remaining high school years (Priority).

By FVYD bringing this application to the right setting, directly into the schools, we are able to promote binocular agility. By bringing trained doctors next to the schools, the in-office lens work that will figuratively speaking “breakdown, redirect and rebuild their eyes,” are specifically focused on vision issues we are able to resolve quickly and effectively. With the school support for a collaborative follow up program this practice will not only be considered necessary it will instill future- controversy that will result in new learning in a new field for all our public schools.

This application- the Maine model in Reading is seamless. Often the school does not even know the program is within its wall and we project that this project will demonstrate how very effective this approach will be -in the pilot, students were dropped from Special Services-too quickly. Within this three year research project, we will work with the schools to improve segments of this program. 

Once we (FVYD) initiate this project in those 5-6 high school/alternative school in our local area, we will begin to standardize this process. This will then provide all public schools a consistent, well documented approach that resolves, to date, unrecognized reading issues- with a plethora of outcome data. This research will result in the development of a prototype for all our nation’s schools. As Future Visions Youth Development, Inc. develops within the schools--each school’s own in-school trained certified staff- they are now empowered to recreate a learning environment long ago lost for these Learning Disabled youth-3rd grade. This project will benefit all school-selected and vision-screen selected youth—approximately 20% of the population. There is much learning to result from this small project- the mustard seed.

This project will be completed within a six-month time frame then the school owns the program. The students will see with new eyes and will envision a new future. We (FYVD), within this research, will meet the goals of both the President Bush’ New Freedom Plan and the Long Range Plan of the NIDRR. 
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